What Should God’s
Church be Called?
There are many churches in the world and all are called by different names.
Some are called after the one who founded or started the church; some have
names that are not biblical. Yet others state that the names of their church
is biblical, so from this thought, there are various names, which the people
believe they should be called. What name does the Bible state God’s people
should be called? Does the Bible give us the answer? Let us check and see.
1. To whom does Paul write? l Corinthians 1:2, 2 Cor. 1:1
There are two things we need to notice very carefully in these two references. (1) Paul writes
to the church of God. (2) He speaks of them as the saints who have been sanctified. So from
this it is quite clear the church (the people) was called “the church of God.” If it was called the
church of God then, shouldn’t it be called the same now?
2. How long has it been called the church of God?

Gen. 4:26

Where it says “...then began men to call upon the name of the Lord...”, my marginal reading in
my Bible reads “then began men to call themselves by the name of the Lord.” So then the new
testament name Church of God was not a new name after all. It has always been called the
Church of God, or God’s people have been known by His name.
3. This next reference bears this out. 2 Chronicles 7:14
Notice it says, “My people which are called by my name...” God’s people have gone by no
other name in the Bible, but by the “people of God or the church of God.”
4. Called by the name of the Lord. Deuteronomy 28:10; Isaiah 43:7
5. Paul again speaks about the church. 1 Timothy 3:5
Here Paul speaks about ruling or taking care of the church of God. He calls it exactly what
it is, the church of God. If our forefathers went by the name church of God, why would we
want to go by another name today?
6. Elders were to feed. Acts 20:28
Which church were they to feed? And which church did Christ purchase? The answer to both
questions is the church of God.
7. Which church did Paul persecute?

1 Corinthians 15:9

It is quite evident that Paul persecuted only the church of God. So it is certain that the churches
which we find in the world today were not present then because the Bible does not speak of them
by name.
8. How many families are mentioned in the Bible?

Eph. 3:l4-l5

The Bible does not mention two families, six families or a dozen families, but one family. And
that family is named after the Father. This text is very plain and can be explained no other way
than the way it is written.

9. Why should we be called after the Father? 1 John 3:1-2
This tells us we are the “sons of God.” If we are sons of God, then shouldn’t we be called by
our Fathers name? My son is called by my name, because I began him. Everyone knows he
is my son and understands why he is called by the name he is. So it is in the spiritual sense.
We are begotten by God; therefore we are his sons and we are or should be known by his name.
10. Whose children are we?

Romans 8:16

Again we are not left to guess. The Bible says we are the children of God. Nowhere does it
say we are the children of Christ, or the children of John the Baptist, or the children of Paul,
or the children of Luke, but of God. God is our Father and we are His children. Therefore the
Bible says we are to go by his name or be known by his name.
11. Whose heirs are we?

Galatians 4:6-7

If we were not his sons we could not be his heirs. If we are sons then we are heirs of his, because
we belong to his family in every right.
12. Since the church of God is referred as the saints, what are the saints found
doing? Revelation 14:12
As His sons, we want to show our love though obedience. If we do this, then He is well pleased
with us.
13. Dear children. Ephesians 5:1
A child bears the name of his or her father. A child would dishonor his or her father by not
carrying the father’s name.
SUMMARY
Just as my son is called by my name, because I begat him, so we should
go by no other name but by God’s name or the church of God. Churches
are called by many names, but there is only one mentioned in the scriptures
and that is the one which bears our Father’s name.

